
HISTORIC AND DESIGN REVIEW 
COMMISSION 
March 15, 2023 

 
HDRC CASE NO: 2023-046 
ADDRESS: 920 W. Mistletoe Ave 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: NCB 1845 BLK  40 LOT 9&10 11 AND 12 
ZONING: R-6, NCD-5 
CITY COUNCIL DIST.: 1 
APPLICANT: Victoria L. Coffey and Matthew S. Turner 
OWNER: Victoria L. Coffey and Matthew S. Turner 
TYPE OF WORK: Historic Landmark Designation 
CASE MANAGER: Amy Fulkerson 

 
REQUEST: The applicant is requesting a Finding of Historic Significance for 920 W. Mistletoe Ave. 
 
APPLICABLE CITATIONS: 
Unified Development Code Sec. 35-606. - Designation Process for Historic Landmarks. 

a. Authority. Requests for landmark designation may only be made by or with the concurrence of the 
property owner. In instances where a property owner does not consent to the landmark designation, the 
historic preservation officer shall request a resolution from city council to proceed with the designation 
process prior to any zoning commission hearing. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a request for landmark 
designation may be made and approved by the city council. To the extent that this subsection conflicts 
with any other provisions of this chapter, this paragraph shall control except for buildings, objects, sites, 
structures, or clusters heretofore designated as local landmarks or districts, National Register landmarks 
or districts, state historic landmarks or sites, or state archaeological landmarks or sites. Additionally, 
requests for designation shall be made on a form obtained from the city historic preservation officer 
through the office of historic preservation. Completed request forms shall be returned to the office of 
historic preservation for processing. All buildings, objects, sites, structures, or clusters heretofore 
designated by the city council as historic landmarks under any pre-existing ordinance of the City of San 
Antonio shall be accorded the protection of properties designated historic landmarks under this chapter 
and shall continue to bear the words "historic, exceptional" (HE) or "historic, significant" (HS) in their 
zoning designation. 

b. Designation of Historic Landmarks. 
1. Initiation. Any person, the historic and design review commission, zoning commission, the historic 

preservation officer, or the city council may initiate a historic landmark designation by filing an 
application with the historic preservation officer. Requests for designation shall be made on a form 
obtained from the city historic preservation officer. Completed request forms shall be returned to the 
office of historic preservation for processing. Owner consent for historic landmark designation shall 
be required unless a city council resolution to proceed with the designation has been approved. 
Additionally, owners may submit with the application a written description and photographs or other 
visual material of any buildings or structures that they wish to be considered for designation as non-
contributing to the historic landmark. 

2. Decision. The historic preservation officer shall refer a completed application for historic landmark 
designation to the historic and design review commission. Property owners of proposed historic 
landmarks shall be notified of the historic and design review commission hearing by the historic 
preservation officer by mail prior to a historic and design review commission hearing for historic 
landmark designation. Notice to property owners shall state the place, date, time and purpose of the 
historic and design review commission hearing. The historic preservation officer shall also send 
notice of the meeting to any registered neighborhood associations located within the proposed 
district boundary. The historic and design review commission shall make and forward its 
recommendation to the zoning commission within forty-five (45) days from the date of submittal of 
the designation request by the historic preservation officer. Upon submittal of the historic and 
design review commission's recommendation, the proposed historic district or landmark designation 
shall be submitted to the zoning commission for its review recommendations along with its finding 



of historic significance. The zoning commission and the city council shall process the application as 
prescribed in section 35-421 of this chapter and this section. The zoning commission shall schedule 
a hearing on the historic and design review commission recommendation to be held within sixty 
(60) days of receipt of such recommendation and shall forward its recommendation to city council 
which shall schedule a hearing to be held within sixty (60) days of council's receipt of such 
recommendation. Upon passage of any ordinance designating a historic landmark, or removing or 
upgrading the designation of historic, the city clerk shall send notice of the fact by mail to the owner 
or owners of affected property. 

 
Unified Development Code Sec. 35-607. – Designation Criteria for Historic Districts and Landmarks. 
a. Process for Considering Designation of Historic Districts and Landmarks. Historic districts and 

landmarks shall be evaluated for designation using the criteria listed in subsection (b) and the criteria 
applied to evaluate properties for inclusion in the National Register. In order to be eligible for historic 
landmark designation, properties shall meet at least three (3) of the criteria listed. Historic districts 
shall consist of at least two (2) or more structures within a legally defined boundary that meet at least 
three (3) of the criteria. Additionally, all designated landmarks and districts shall demonstrate clear 
delineation of the legal boundaries of such designated resources. 
Criteria for Evaluation. 
3. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development of 

the community, county, state, or nation; 
5.   Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study 

of a period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials;  
13. It bears an important and significant relationship to other distinctive structures, sites, or areas, 

either as an important collection of properties or architectural style or craftsmanship with few 
intrusions, or by contributing to the overall character of the area according to the plan based on 
architectural, historic or cultural motif;  

 
FINDINGS: 

a. The request for landmark designation was initiated by the property owners.  
b. HISTORIC CONTEXT: The property at 920 W Mistletoe Avenue is a two-story Italianate residence built 

ca. 1920. It is in the Beacon Hill Neighborhood Conservation District (NCD 5) of City Council District 1. 
Matthew S. Turner and Victoria L. Coffey are the property owners. 
 
Beacon Hill is one of several unique neighborhoods that evolved during San Antonio's first great 
expansion, starting in the 1850s until the Great Depression. By 1890, electric trolleys that carried 
passengers to San Pedro Springs Park had influenced the development of the city's first new subdivisions 
to the north, including Beacon Hill.  
 
Max A. P.  Krueger acquired the property at 920 W. Mistletoe in March 1918 and the residence was 
constructed for his family. Krueger’s wife Emily and two of eight children, Alexander and Margaret, are 
listed in residence. In 1921, Alexander G. Krueger is listed in the City Directory as residing at 920 W 
Mistletoe Avenue.1 By 1924, his parents Max and Emily were in residence. 
 
Max Krueger founded the San Antonio Machine & Supply Co. in 1899. They were one of the largest 
machine companies in the southern United States providing windmills, engines, boilers, pumps, heaters, 
ice plants, irrigation machinery, cotton gins, drilling and mining equipment across the United State and 
Mexico.2 In 1921, the company’s headquarters were moved to 701 E Commerce (later 1203 E Commerce) 
covering 4 acres.3 The building was designed by Atlee B. Ayres. Max Krueger served as President and 
later Chairman of the San Antonio Machine & Supply Co. His sons Alexander, Paul, and Max, Jr. also 
served with the company.   
 

 
1 San Antonio City Directory, 1921 
2 Advertisement, San Antonio Gazette, 6 Apr 1907. 
3 Advertisement, San Antonio Evening News, 9 Feb 1923. 

https://library.municode.com/tx/san_antonio/codes/unified_development_code?nodeId=ARTIVPR_DIV3ZOPR_S35-421ZOAM
https://library.municode.com/tx/san_antonio/codes/unified_development_code?nodeId=ARTIVPR_DIV3ZOPR_S35-421ZOAM


Emily Krueger remained at 920 W Mistletoe Ave after her husband’s death in 1927, retaining the property 
until her death in 1948. Emily was active in the local German American social scene along with members 
of the Steves, Guenther, Schuchard, Gross and Drought families.4 

c. SITE CONTEXT: The north-facing house is on a block bound to the north by W. Mistletoe Ave, the 
east by Blanco Rd., the south by W. Woodlawn Ave., and to the west by Grant Ave. The property is 
situated near the center of the block and across the street from the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.  The block includes Craftsman, Colonial Revival, and Modern architecture. Divorced 
sidewalks run through large front yards; driveways appear as either full-width concrete or ribbon 
drives. The house is on a large lot and the backyard is enclosed with a wooden privacy fence with a 
gate at the rear of the porte-cochere. 

d. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION: The two-story Italianate (1890-1935) home has a low-pitch 
hipped tile roof with wide eaves supported by decorative brackets. The exterior is stucco. The front 
door is centrally placed on the north façade and features a dome shaped awning. The first story features 
double-hung windows set inside blind arches. The double-hung windows on the second story are either 
single windows or paired windows divided with a mullion. The west elevation has a porte-cochere over 
the driveway. The east elevation features a two-story porch with metal balustrade on both levels. The 
rear/south elevation has a two-story screened porch. The lower level provides access to the basement. 
There is an accessory dwelling and garage located behind the primary structure. 

e. EVALUATION: In order to be eligible for historic landmark designation, properties shall meet at least 
three (3) of the 16 criteria listed. The applicant submitted that the property meets the following criteria, 
consistent with UDC sec. 35-607(b): 

3. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development 
of the community, county, state, or nation; The property is associated with Max and Emily 
Krueger a prominent German family and founder of the San Antonio Machine & Supply Company.  
5. Its embodiment of distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the 
study of a period, type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials; The residence 
is an example of Italian Renaissance style architecture of the 1920s. Character defining features 
include the low pitch hipped roof with open brackets in the eave overhang; a symmetrical front 
façade, and windows set into blind arches.  
13. It bears an important and significant relationship to other distinctive structures, sites, 
or areas, either as an important collection of properties or architectural style or 
craftsmanship with few intrusions, or by contributing to the overall character of the area 
according to the plan based on architectural, historic or cultural motif; 920 W Mistletoe is 
in the Beacon Hill Area neighborhood conservation district (NCD-5), which staff has identified 
as an eligible local historic district. Should the neighborhood choose to designate, the property 
would be listed as contributing.  

f. The City offers a tax incentive for the substantial rehabilitation of historic properties because historic 
landmarks possess cultural and historical value and contribute to the overall quality and character of the 
City and its neighborhoods. If historic designation is approved, rehabilitation and restoration work may be 
eligible for this incentive. State and Federal tax incentives are also available for properties listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places and provide substantial relief for rehabilitation projects. 

g. If the HDRC approves the Finding of Historic Significance, then the recommendation for designation is 
submitted to the Zoning Commission. The Zoning Commission will schedule a hearing and then forward 
its recommendation to the City Council. City Council has the ultimate authority to approve the historic 
designation zoning overlay. 

h. Per UDC Sec. 35-453, once the Commission makes a recommendation for designation, property 
owners must receive a written approval (a Certificate of Appropriateness) for any exterior work until 
the City Council makes their final decision. 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval of a Finding of Historic Significance and that the Historic 
and Design Review Commission should recommend approval for the landmark designation of 920 W Mistletoe 
Ave to the Zoning Commission and to the City Council based on findings a through e. 

 
4 Patterson, Beulah. “San Antonio Society,” San Antonio Evening News, 5 Dec 1922. 



 

Site Context for 920 W Mistletoe Ave 

 

 

Sanborn Map 1931, vol 1, sheet 96 



 

North elevation 

 

East elevation 



 

South elevation 

 

West elevation 



 

Accessory structure 

 

Appointment of Max Krueger as postmaster of Twin Sisters, October 23, 1879 



 

 

 

 

 

San Antonio Machine & Supply Co., San Antonio Gazette, April 6, 1907 

 



 

San Antonio Machine & Supply Co., El Regidor, July 28, 1910 



 

 

 

 

San Antonio Machine and Supply Co, 1906, General Photograph Collection 100-0670, 
University of Texas at San Antonio. 



 

Patterson, Beulah. “San Antonio Society,” San Antonio Evening News, December 5, 1922 



 

Funeral Held for Pioneer Centexan, Austin American Statesman, October 4, 1949 

 



 

920 W Mistletoe, San Antonio Express, March 2, 1958 
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